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Bell Shakespeare announces 2022 season 
 

- One of the company’s largest seasons to date will be focused on 
love and reunion, with a premiere of a new musical adaptation and 

the unveiling of a new theatre space -  
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Sydney, Australia: Bell Shakespeare has today announced their 2022 season, with five productions 
taking place around the country after disrupted seasons for the past two years due to COVID-19. 
Audiences will be treated to the premiere of The Lovers, a new contemporary musical adaptation of 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, the unveiling of the company’s first theatre space The Neilson Nutshell 
at their new home at Pier 2/3, a tour of The Comedy of Errors, and revivals of Hamlet and company 
founder John Bell’s solo performance of One Man In His Time.  
 
Peter Evans, Bell Shakespeare Artistic Director, said: “When planning our program for next year, I felt 
that we all needed a bit of joy, fun, spectacle, humour, and most of all love. We can’t wait to reunite 
in the theatre next year.” 
 
“This is a new era for Bell Shakespeare and after what we have all endured these last couple of years 
this next season seems even more urgent and thrilling. There’ll be new works including Laura Murphy’s 
fresh musical take on A Midsummer Night’s Dream that is infectious and bursting with energy, we’ll 
welcome you to our new home and theatre that will be the engine room for the wonderful national 



 

endeavour that is Bell Shakespeare, as well as finally being able to properly launch our production of 
Hamlet. Our tour of The Comedy of Errors which was due to take place in 2020 will go on the road, 
which in the end is a story about estranged and then reunited families. How apt — and I hope life 
imitates art for all of us!”  
 
Opening in March 2020 to rave reviews before closing due to lockdown, then cancelled in 2021 when 
another lockdown was announced, the 2022 season will open with Hamlet, which will finally have full 
runs in Sydney, Canberra and Melbourne. The seminal revenge tragedy is set in a wintery 1960s 
Denmark that draws audiences in with beautiful falling snow throughout the performance and 
engaging fight scenes. Harriet Gordon-Anderson will reprise her role as the Danish prince and Bell 
Shakespeare Artistic Director Peter Evans will direct.  
 
Bell Shakespeare’s very first theatre space The Neilson Nutshell will be unveiled in April at their new 
home at Pier 2/3 in Sydney with a new production; In A Nutshell. The cast of Hamlet will perform 
scenes and speeches from some of Bell Shakespeare Artistic Director Peter Evans’ favourite 
Shakespeare plays reflecting on love, as he offers his own commentary.  
 
Shakespeare’s tale of comedic misfortune, The Comedy of Errors will tour to Melbourne, Sydney and 
Canberra as well as a number of other locations across the country. Directed by longtime Bell 
Shakespeare collaborator Janine Watson, the play is a hilarious romp of swapped identities, 
misguided love, mistaken imprisonment, and chaotic mishaps. Wrapped up in the entertainment and 
laughter, at its core the play is a beautiful story about family reunion. 
 
Following sold out performances in Sydney and Canberra earlier this year, Bell Shakespeare Founding 
Artistic Director John Bell’s intimate one-man-performance One Man In His Time: John Bell and 
Shakespeare will play in Melbourne for the first time as well as have a run in the company’s new The 
Neilson Nutshell theatre in Sydney. Bell reflects on works by Shakespeare that have left their mark on 
him throughout his life. 
 
Closing out the year will be the world premiere of Laura Murphy’s The Lovers, a fresh and 
contemporary pop musical adaptation of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Featuring a blend of 
Shakespeare’s words with original songs by Murphy performed with a live band, this new production 
directed by award-winning director Shaun Rennie centres on the lovers but with a new modern 
perspective focused on self-love and empowerment. Bright and vibrant, this production will bring all 
the magic of the original story imbued with a new sass.   
 
Alongside this mainstage programming, Bell Shakespeare will present their extensive national 
outreach and education program in schools, juvenile justice centres, indigenous communities and 
community halls.  
 
Other events throughout the year will include Play In A Day, an entertaining performance that is read, 
rehearsed and performed in just one day, as well as a series of special events for Shakespeare 
Unpacked, including panel discussions, live recordings of the company’s popular podcast Speak The 
Speech, and an evening of sonnets and wine tasting.  
 
Download the brochure here. 
 
Ends 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/i1jnqpkwrtq3lbl/BELL_SHAKESPEARE_SEASON_2022_BROCHURE.pdf?dl=0


 

MEDIA CONTACTS: For more information and interview requests please contact Articulate: Jasmine 
Hersee, jasmine@articulatepr.com.au, 0451 087 196 or Claire Martin, claire@articulatepr.com.au, 
0414 437 588. 
 
IMAGES: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/lwwzhmhu3pujb21/AAB4HL0XSmpf4BY969OPbSOsa?dl=0  
 
ABOUT BELL SHAKESPEARE 
Bell Shakespeare is Australia’s national theatre company specialising in the works of William 
Shakespeare and his contemporaries. Founded in 1990 with the aim of sharing Shakespeare’s plays in 
a way that was relevant and exciting to all Australians, the company has evolved further than its 
visionary founder, John Bell AO, could have hoped.  
 
Today, Bell Shakespeare tours major theatre productions, education programs and outreach initiatives 
to every state and territory in Australia. Performing and teaching in theatres, schools, juvenile justice 
centres and regional and remote communities, the company enjoys unrivalled reach and impact, 
further extending its influence through innovative digital programs.  
  
HAMLET 
Inside the glamorous court of Denmark, a family is torn apart by murder and betrayal. Outside, a 
country is threatened by Norway. And at the centre of this struggle is a man brimming with anguish.  
 
Hamlet is a portrait of a young man struggling with the death of his royal father, his mother's hasty 
remarriage to his uncle, and the visage of his father’s ghost looming in his mind’s eye. A story of 
revenge, passion, and deception, this is a new version of Hamlet for our time. 
 

This is the world of politics, where human desire for retribution quickly becomes a burden. Set against 
a classically timeless backdrop, family turns on family, friendships disintegrate and the ghost of his 
father pushes Hamlet’s entire world to its brink.  
 
To be or not to be. That is the question. 
 
Dates: 
Sydney Opera House | 9 March – 2 April   
Canberra Theatre Centre | 8 – 16 April  
Arts Centre Melbourne | 29 April – 8 May 
 
IN A NUTSHELL  
A journey through Shakespeare’s best-loved plays with Peter Evans as your guide.  
   
Join Artistic Director Peter Evans and the cast of Hamlet for a celebration in The Neilson Nutshell and 
an exploration of Peter’s favourite Shakespeare plays.    
   
Find out why we named our theatre the ‘Nutshell’, explore power and tyranny in Macbeth and King 
Lear, grief in King John, and love with Beatrice and Benedict, Viola, Rosalind and, of course, Romeo 
and Juliet. This will be an evening to revel in Shakespeare’s most-loved speeches and scenes, from 
his early-career to the last plays.  
 
Whether you are new to Shakespeare, revisiting his work or an aficionado, this is a unique opportunity 
to watch a remarkable ensemble of actors jump from role to role in our new, intimate theatre at Pier 
2/3 in Walsh Bay.  
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Dates:  
The Neilson Nutshell, Sydney | 21 – 24 April 
 
THE COMEDY OF ERRORS  
Shipwrecked and separated 33 years earlier, two sets of long-lost twins miraculously find themselves 
in the same city on the same day. What could possibly go wrong?  
 
The Comedy of Errors is a hilarious romp of swapped identities, misguided love, mistaken 
imprisonment and chaotic mishaps, leading to an unbelievably crazy day for bumbling twins. 
 
At the heart of this tale of comedic misfortune is an old man searching for his lost children. He finds 
himself in a hostile land, in the fight of his life... to save his life. As far-fetched coincidences unfold, 
chaotic hilarity ensues and a man’s life could be saved —if only everything would go to plan.  
 
Directed by longtime Bell Shakespeare collaborator Janine Watson this is a beautiful story about 
reunion, wrapped up in an evening of entertainment and laughter. 
 
Dates: 
Arts Centre Melbourne | 4 – 23 July  
Sydney Opera House | 19 August – 17 September 
Canberra Theatre Centre | 30 September – 8 October 
Other venues and dates to be announced in due course. 
 
ONE MAN IN HIS TIME: JOHN BELL AND SHAKESPEARE  
Conceived and performed by John Bell. 
 
Spend an evening with John Bell, a man who believes that Australians can see themselves reflected in 
the works of Shakespeare and founded a company based on this belief. 
 
Join one of Australia’s National Living Treasures as he shares his humour, wit and a lifetime of 
experience walking beside one of the greatest writers to have ever lived, in One Man In His Time: John 
Bell and Shakespeare. 
 
This fascinating backstage pass to John Bell’s life and his relationship with Shakespeare will be a 
beautiful evening of performance and recollection. 
 
Dates: 
The Neilson Nutshell, Sydney | 2 – 3 September 
Arts Centre Melbourne | 9 – 10 September  
 
THE LOVERS 
Love, and pop, and Shakespeare!  
 
Featuring original songs and an adapted script by Laura Murphy, The Lovers is a fresh and magical pop-
infused reimagining of A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  
 
Oberon and Puck have devoted centuries trying to craft the perfect happy ending. However, as they 
look out over an increasingly disconnected world where would-be lovers are afraid to ‘catch feels’ and 
the path to romance is always one swipe away, Oberon fears there will be no more happily-ever-
afters. 



 

 
Until one day, they happen upon four young lovers.  
 
Directed by Shaun Rennie (Rent, Baby Doll) with a superb cast, a live four-piece band and an irresistibly 
infectious score, The Lovers is a heart-warming and hilarious retelling of Shakespeare’s beloved story 
that questions our enduring search for the romanticised version of true love we see in the movies. 
 
Dates:  
Sydney Opera House | 27 October – 20 November  
 


