
Teaching Notes for Worksheet #5 
Filming Shakespeare Part 1

This activity can be used independently or as part of a series designed to give students the 
skills and confidence to make their own short film inspired by Shakespeare’s plays.

OBJECTIVES Through this activity, students will gain a basic understanding of the 
processes and considerations involved in shooting a short film. 

Students will have the opportunity to play around with different ways 
of shooting a short scene and make creative decisions about the film’s 
location, staging, camera angles, sound and lighting. 

They will also reflect on what effect their creative choices have on 
the viewer and whether their choices accurately convey the story and 
atmosphere they envisioned.   

Students will also have the opportunity to reshoot their film if they wish.

RESOURCES Students will need a copy of the extract from Romeo and Juliet Act 1 Scene 1 
(see attached) or another scene from one of Shakespeare’s plays. Students 
will need access to a camera (ex. A video camera, tablet or phone). You will 
also need a screen and an internet connection to show the video.

BEFORE THE 
ACTIVITY

Warmer: Ask students if they have ever seen two or more versions of the 
same story on film (e.g.  A Christmas Carol has been remade nine times, 
Annie five times and King Kong four times). Which version did they prefer?  
Why?  

Explain to students that the same story can be told in myriad ways, it is 
the way that the story is interpreted that makes each version unique. Each 
director has their own vision of the story which informs his or her creative 
choices in casting, lighting, location etc. If possible, show students different 
versions of the same scene from Romeo and Juliet:  Baz Luhrmann’s vs 
Zeffirelli’s vs Carlo Carlei’s version for example. 

Explain to students that they are going to watch a video featuring Director of 
Photography (DOP) Samantha Chami giving tips on shooting a short film. Ask 
students to note down three tips mentioned by Samantha in the video.

ACTIVITY 1. GROUP READING 
Organize students into groups of 3 or 4.  Give each students a copy of 
the extract from Romeo and Juliet Act 1 Scene 1 (or another scene from a 
Shakespeare play). Ask them to read through the scene from Romeo and 
Juliet (see attached). This text will be used as source material to film a 
short scene.
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https://youtu.be/0z-gPedg4QQ
https://youtu.be/0z-gPedg4QQ
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ACTIVITY (CONT.) 2. INTERPRETING THE SCENE 
Write the following questions on the board:

• What is the scene about and what is happening?
• What words spring to mind when you read this scene? 
• What do you think the mood or tone of the scene is? 
• Who are the characters involved and how are they feeling? 
• How might an audience feel if they watched this scene?
• Ask students to discuss their ideas with their group.  

Note: Students may already know that in Shakespeare’s day to ‘bite your 
thumb’ at someone was a great insult designed to provoke a response or 
fight, but they shouldn’t be limited by this interpretation

3. CHOOSING A LOCATION 
Students are now going to think about the location of the scene. In 
groups, ask students to consider the following:

• Where do you think this scene is happening? Is it indoors and private, 
or outside and public? 

• What is a specific location you could choose to set it in? What kind 
of qualities does that location have? Think specifically and list all the 
features of that location, including sounds, light, colours, textures, 
smells and visual features.Now, ask students to come up with five 
other locations where they could set the scene.

Now, ask students to come up with five other locations where they could 
set the scene.  E.g., the football field, the canteen, a science lab, the 
hairdressers, a place of worship, a bush track, the supermarket, in a tree 
house – encourage them to let their imaginations run free!

Ask students to note how the story of the scene and the characters might 
need to change to suit each of the new locations.

Finally, ask students to choose one location that is accessible to them 
– i.e., somewhere they can take a camera and film a scene safely, in or 
around their school, home or community.

4-5.REHEARSAL, STAGING AND FILMING ON LOCATION
Organise for students to travel safely to their chosen location in groups.  
Explain to students that they are going to rehearse, stage and shoot their 
scene in different ways ‘on location’.  

Encourage students to play around with how they use the location during 
their rehearsals to stage the scene in different ways.  

After rehearsing and staging the scene, students should then shoot 
several versions of the scene on their camera.  Tell them the aim is not to 
create the perfect film but rather to simply test some ideas, play around 
and have fun with it.

Once students have filmed their scene in different ways, they should return 
to the classroom for viewing. 
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ACTIVITY (CONT.) Ask students to watch their filmed scenes as a group while considering 
the following questions:Which versions are more interesting and 
why? Which versions are less interesting and why? Which version are 
particularly drawn to and why? Tell students there are no right or wrong 
answers here.  It’s all subjective!

6. SOUND QUALITY 
Ask students to rewatch their scenes, this time paying particular 
attention to the sound. Now, have students consider and discuss the 
following questions as a group:

• Does the sound captured add to or detract from the scene?

• Did you choose a noisy location? Perhaps the sound of a truck going 
past on a nearby road added a sense of danger? Or did it detract from 
the scene? Could hear birds in the background or people’s voices? 

Ask students to discuss what was helpful, what wasn’t, and what they 
might do differently next time.

7. LIGHTING CHOICES 
Ask students to re-watch their scenes this time focusing on the lighting. 

In groups ask students to discuss what they noticed about the lighting 
and the effect it created. Were they filming at midday and are there harsh 
shadows on the actors faces? Was it too bright, or too dark? Perhaps the 
use of filtered light and shadows made the style of the scene interesting. 

Ask students to think about what they would do differently next time.

8. COMPOSITION CHOICES 
Now ask students to consider the composition of their shot and their 
style of shooting. 

Ask them to think about what camera angles they used– wide shot, 
close-up, extreme close-up, mid-shot etc.  Ask them if the angles they 
chose created meaning for them? E.g., A low angle shot filmed from 
below the actor, for example, can make an actor look larger and more 
intimidating. Did they hold the camera still for the duration of the shot or 
did it move around? What effect did this have on the viewer?

9. RESHOOT 
After students have discussed all these decisions and their preferences, 
organize for students to re-shoot the scene on another day, implementing 
their new choices

10. SHOW THE FINAL SHOOT 
Finally, invite students to share the final scene with the class - discuss 
how many different versions there were, using the same section of text!
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ABOUT SAMANTHA CHAMI

Samantha is a Web Content Producer and Videographer. She works in a variety of different medias 
creating documentaries, animations, music videos, visual effects and photo and video retouching.

Originally from New Zealand, Samantha graduated Film school in 2003 with a bachelor’s degree in 
Media Arts. Shortly after she migrated to Sydney, Australia where she worked as a Production Assistant 
and Editor before moving to London to work in the Feature Film industry.

In 2008 she re-located to California and focused her freelance career in the Skateboarding industry. 
In October 2012 after a successful crowd funding campaign, she founded the video website Work 
in Skateboarding in order to promote skateboarding and its career opportunities to potential future 
generations.



Abraham Do you bite your thumb at us, sir?

Sampson I do bite my thumb, sir. 

Abraham Do you bite your thumb at us, sir?

Sampson [Aside to GREGORY] Is the law of our side, if I say  
ay?

Gregory No.

Sampson No, sir, I do not bite my thumb at you, sir, but I 
bite my thumb, sir.

Gregory Do you quarrel, sir?

Abraham Quarrel sir! no, sir.

Sampson If you do, sir, I am for you: I serve as good a man as you.

Abraham No better.

Sampson Well, sir.

Abraham Say 'better:' here comes one of my master's kinsmen.

Sampson Yes, better, sir.

Abraham You lie.

Sampson Draw, if you be men.

ROMEO AND JULIET 
ACT 1, SCENE 1 (EXTRACT)
Abraham and Samson, members of the enemy Montague and Capulet households meet 
in the street and begin to fight.


