
Student Worksheet #5 
Filming Shakespeare Part 1

Consider visual and creative concepts for filming your story.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

 

     

• A copy of the extract from Romeo and Juliet Act 1 Scene 1 (see attached) or another 
scene from one of Shakespeare’s plays. 

• A camera (video camera, phone or tablet).

• A computer with internet connection ready to play this video.

• A safe and accessible location for filming.

FILMING SHAKESPEARE PART 1
 STUDENT WORKSHEET #5

BEFORE THE ACTIVITY

Watch the video on Filming Shakespeare and being a DOP (Director of Photography) 
featuring Samantha Chami. Note down at least three tips mentioned by Samantha.

ACTIVITY

 
 
Try these 
exercises 
to put some 
of the ideas 
discussed in 
the video into 
practice.

1. GROUP READING 
In groups of three or four, read through the attached scene from Romeo and Juliet 
(see attached). We are going to use this text as source material to film a short 
scene.

2. INTERPRETING THE SCENE 
As a group, discuss the following questions:

• What is the scene about and what is happening?
• What words spring to mind when you read this scene? 
• What do you think the mood or tone of the scene is? 
• Who are the characters involved and how are they feeling? 
• How might an audience feel if they watched this scene?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbsqxSv5Twk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pAZhfa9kC04&feature=youtu.be
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ACTIVITY CONT.

3. LOCATION 
As a group, consider the following questions:

• Where do you think this scene is happening? Is it indoors and private, or outside 
and public? 

• What is a specific location you could choose to set it in? What kind of qualities 
does that location have? Think specifically and list all the features of that location, 
including sounds, light, colours, textures, smells and visual features.

• Make a list of five other locations where you could set the scene.  E.g., the 
football field, the canteen, a science lab, hair salon, a place of worship, a bush 
track, the supermarket, a tree house – let your imagination run free!

• Next to each of these locations, note how the story of the scene and the 
characters might need to change to suit the new location.

• As a group, choose one location that is accessible to you – ie. somewhere you 
can take a camera and film a scene safely, in or around your school, home or 
community

4. REHEARSAL AND STAGING 
With your group, travel to the location and rehearse the scene there. Play around 
with how you could use the location to stage the scene in different ways.

5. TEST SHOOT

• Shoot the scene on your camera in a few different ways. The aim is simply to test 
some ideas and play.

• Watch your filmed scenes as a group. Which versions are more interesting and 
why? Which versions are less interesting and why? There is no right or wrong, 
but you should feel drawn to a particular scene and be able to articulate why you 
prefer that one.

6. SOUND

• Re-watch your scenes, this time paying particular attention to the sound. 

• As a group, consider the following questions: Does the sound captured add to or 
detract from the scene?  Did you choose a noisy location? Perhaps the sound of a 
truck going past on a nearby road added a sense of danger? Or did it detract from 
the scene? Maybe you could hear birds in the background or people’s voices. 

• Discuss what was helpful, what wasn’t, and what you might do differently next 
time

7. LIGHTING

• Re-watch your scenes focusing on the lighting.

• Discuss what you noticed and the effect it created. Perhaps you were filming at 
midday and there were harsh shadows on the actors’ faces? Maybe it was too 
bright, or too dark? Perhaps the use of filtered light and shadows made the style 
of the scene interesting? What would you do differently next time?
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ACTIVITY CONT.

8. COMPOSITION

• Now consider the composition of your shot and your style of shooting. 

• What camera angles did you use – wide shot, close up, mid shot? How did the 
angles you chose to shoot in create meaning? A low angle shot filmed from below 
the actor, for example, can make an actor look larger and more intimidating. Was 
the camera held still for the duration of the shot or did it move around? What 
effect did this create?

9. RESHOOT

After you have discussed all these decisions and your preferences, you can re-shoot 
the scene on another day, implementing your new choices.

10. SHARE YOUR FINAL SCENE

Share the final scene with your class - discuss how many different versions there 
were, using the same section of text!
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SCENE EXTRACT

MACBETH 
ACT 3, SCENE 2 (EDITED)

After murdering King Duncan to become the new King of Scotland, Macbeth’s mental state 
deteriorates as he becomes plagued by guilt. He fears losing the crown and worries that the 
witches’ prophecy about Banquo’s sons becoming king will come true. Lady Macbeth tries 
to comfort him.

Demetrius I love thee not, therefore pursue me not.
Where is Lysander and fair Hermia?
The one I’ll slay, the other slayeth me.
Thou told’st me they were stolen unto this wood;
And here am I, and wode within this wood,
Because I cannot meet my Hermia.
Hence, get thee gone, and follow me no more.

HELENA You draw me, you hard-hearted adamant;
But yet you draw not iron, for my heart
Is true as steel: leave you your power to draw,
And I shall have no power to follow you.

DEMETRIUS Do I entice you? do I speak you fair?
Or, rather, do I not in plainest truth
Tell you, I do not, nor I cannot love you?

HELENA And even for that do I love you the more.
I am your spaniel; and, Demetrius,
The more you beat me, I will fawn on you:
Use me but as your spaniel, spurn me, strike me,
Neglect me, lose me; only give me leave,
Unworthy as I am, to follow you.
What worser place can I beg in your love,--
And yet a place of high respect with me,--
Than to be used as you use your dog?

DEMETRIUS Tempt not too much the hatred of my spirit;
For I am sick when I do look on thee.

HELENA And I am sick when I look not on you.
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ABOUT SAMANTHA CHAMI

Samantha is a Web Content Producer and Videographer. She works in a variety of different medias 
creating documentaries, animations, music videos, visual effects and photo and video retouching.

Originally from New Zealand, Samantha graduated Film school in 2003 with a bachelor’s degree in 
Media Arts. Shortly after she migrated to Sydney, Australia where she worked as a Production Assistant 
and Editor before moving to London to work in the Feature Film industry.

In 2008 she re-located to California and focused her freelance career in the Skateboarding industry. 
In October 2012 after a successful crowd funding campaign, she founded the video website Work 
in Skateboarding in order to promote skateboarding and its career opportunities to potential future 
generations.


